Social Justice & Design

PUBP 6748/LMC 6748
Instructor: Robert Rosenberger
Time and Location: Mondays 6:30-9:15pm, Clough Learning Commons 131
Office: 315 DM Smith
Office Hours:
Monday 4:00-5:00pm 
E-mail: robert.rosenberger@pubpolicy.gatech.edu
Office Telephone: 404-385-0504 
Course Description:

This advanced seminar has a theoretical and a practical focus.  It first asks how theories of social justice can be understood and reformulated when seen from a Science and Technology Studies (STS) point of view, a point of view that is informed by traditional critical theory and an emergent philosophy of design.  Whereas critical theory mainly focuses on the material conditions of human existence, philosophy of design addresses the question how technologies materialize values and thereby shape the human condition.  Whereas critical theory attempts to achieve social justice by changing the ways material goods are accumulated and distributed, philosophy of design is concerned with how technologies change the ways we act in the world with and through made things and how the design of technologies fosters or inhibits freedom, and empowers or represses people.  The seminar explores how science and technology have been variously contested and enrolled in epistemological and material struggles for social justice, and the role that STS scholarship can or should play in those spheres.  

Thus, we will explore how issues of justice are designed into and emerge from the technologies of our world, from our personal computing devices, to the built environment, to industry, to our social institutions.  This will require the participants to consider not only themes of design practice and user experience, but also the nature of justice, difference, materiality, and technological mediation.  The readings are correspondingly varied, including abstract philosophical texts, concrete cases, and empirical studies.
To engender class discussion, students will write short entries on the readings ahead of each session so that we all come prepared with opinions.  The main readings will be summarized through an in-class presentation and a student-led discussion.  In addition, most main class readings will be supplemented with examples of concrete work and debate in relevant discussions from algorithmic justice, to disability studies, to feminist epistemology, to the critique of anti-homeless design.      


Required Texts:

Three books are required reading for this course, available at the campus bookstore:
Benjamin, Ruha. (2019). Race After Technology. Cambridge: Polity.

Shew, Ashley. (2023). Against Technoableism. W.W. Norton & Company.

Clayton, M., & Williams, A. (ed.) (2004). Social Justice. Malden: Blackwell.

We will also read a large number of articles that will be posted on Canvas.
Assessment: 

· Active participation in seminar discussion: 20%

· Blogs about the readings completed in advance of each session: 30%

· In-class presentation of reading material: 20%  
Each student in the course will be assigned one course reading for which they will provide a summary and discussion questions for the class.

· A final paper/project, according to student interest and professor approval: 30% 
Appropriate formats might include, but are not limited to: a research paper that applies theories from this class to dissertation research; a review essay about books in student’s field in light of this class; a design project that engages and applies concepts from this class; a draft of a dissertation chapter, conference presentation, journal article, or some other professional publication.
Learning Outcomes:

· Students will learn how to think about the role of science in society drawing on a variety of disciplines

· Students will learn how to read critically & improve their writing

· Students will be able to understand the role of science and technology in society

Georgia Tech Honor Code:

Plagiarism and cheating is not tolerated and will be penalized. All students are expected to follow the Georgia Tech honor code. See www.honor.gatech.edu
Attendance Policy: Attendance is required.

ADAPTS accommodation is available for students with disabilities: http://www.adapts.gatech.edu/ 

The CENTER for MENTAL HEALTH CARE & RESOURCES is available to all Georgia Tech students: https://mentalhealth.gatech.edu/
Statement On Using Large Language Models For Your Writing For This Course: Don’t. You are not permitted to use Chat GPT or any other Large Language Model or AI to perform your writing for you for this course. 

PUBP 6748/LMC 6748 Reading Schedule
	1/06:  Introductions & the politics of park benches


1/13: STS and Technology
	-Langdon Winner. (1986). “Do Artifacts Have Politics?” In: The Whale and the Reactor. Chicago: Chicago University Press, pp. 19-39.

-Bruno Latour. (1999). “A Collective of Humans and Nonhumans.” Chapter 6 of Pandora’s Hope: Essays on the Reality of Science Studies. Cambridge: Harvard.
-Parvin, Nassim. (2023). “Just Design: Pasts, Presents, and Future Trajectories of Technology.” Just Tech. Social Science Research Council. February 1, 2023. 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.35650/JT.3049.d.2023. 

Optional additional readings:

-Edward Woodhouse, David Hess, Steve Breyman, & Brian Martin. (2002). “Science Studies and Activism: Possibilities and Problems for Reconstructivist Agendas.” Social Studies of Science, 32(2), 297-319.

-Bruno Latour. (2004). “Which Politics for Which Artifacts?” Domus. June, 04.
-Langdon Winner. (1993). “Upon Opening the Black Box and Finding it Empty: Social Constructivism and the Philosophy of Technology.” Science, Technology & Human Values. 18(3): 362-378.




1/20: No Class, MLK Day

1/27: Standpoint Theory 
	-Sandra Harding. (1995). “‘Strong Objectivity’: A Response to the New Objectivity Question.” Synthese. 104: 331-349.

-Patricia Hill Collins. (1986). “Learning From the Outsider Within: The Sociological Significance of Black Feminist Thought.” Social Problems. 33(6): S14-S32.
-Donna Haraway. (1988). “Situated Knowledges - The Science Question in Feminism and the Privilege of Partial Perspective.” Feminist Studies. 14(3): 575-599.

Uma Narayan. (1988). “Working Together Across Difference: Some Considerations on Emotions and Political Practice.” Hypatia. 3(2): 31-47. 
Optional readings on discrimination in design:

-Dylan E. Wittkower. (2017). “Discrimination.” In Spaces for the Future: A Companion to the Philosophy of Technology, edited by J. Pitt & A. Shew. New York: Routledge, pp. 14-28.    

-Anna Lauren Hoffmann. (2018). “Data, Technology, and Gender: Thinking About (and From) Trans Lives.” In Spaces for the Future, edited by J. Pitt & A. Shew. Routledge, pp. 3-13.



2/3: Race After Technology
	-Ruha Benjamin. (2019). Race After Technology.



2/10: Epistemic Injustice
	-Miranda Fricker. (2007). “Introduction” and “Chapter 1: Testimonial Injustice,” in Epistemic Injustice: Power and the Ethics of Knowing. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 1-29.  

-Kristie Dotson. (2011). “Tracking Epistemic Violence, Tracking Practices of Silencing.” Hypatia. 26(2): 236-257. 
Optional readings on the Criminalization of Space:

-Steven Flusty. (1994). Building Paranoia: The Proliferation of Interdictory Space and the Erosion of Spatial Justice. West Hollywood: Los Angeles Forum for Architecture and Urban Design, Forum Publication No. 11.
-Robert Rosenberger. (2020). “On Hostile Design: Theoretical and Empirical Prospects.” Urban Studies. 57(4): 883-893.




2/17: The Philosophy of Justice
	-John Rawls. (1999). “On Justice as Fairness.” In Social Justice, M. Clayton & A. Williams (eds.), Blackwell, pp. 49-84.

-Robert Nozick. (1974). “An Entitlement Theory.” In Social Justice, M. Clayton & A. Williams (eds.), Blackwell, pp. 85-109.
Additional Philosophy of Justice Readings:

-Susan E. Cozzens. (2007). “Distributive Justice in Science and Technology Policy.” Science and Public Policy, 34(2): 85-94.
-Sven Ove Hansson. (2017). “Technology and Distributive Justice.” In S.O. Hannson (ed), The Ethics of Technology, pp. 51-65.




2/24: Social Justice and Architecture

	-Ashley Shew. (2023). Against Technoableism: Rethinking Who Needs Improvement. 



3/3: The Philosophy of Justice continued
	-Dworkin, R. (1981). “Equality of Resources.” In Social Justice, M. Clayton & A. Williams (eds.), Blackwell, pp. 110-133.

-Iris Marion Young. (1988). “Five Faces of Oppression.” Philosophical Forum. 19(4): 270-290.

Optional further Readings:

-Cohen, G. A. (1989). “Against Equality of Resources: Relocating Dworkin’s Cut.” In Social Justice, M. Clayton & A. Williams (eds.), Blackwell, pp. 134-153. 
-Anderson, E. S. “Against Luck Egalitarianism: What’s the Point of Equality?” In Social Justice, M. Clayton & A. Williams (eds.), Blackwell, pp. 154-185.  

TODAY we’ll pitch final projects during class.
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