HTS/LMC/PUBP 6743
Science, Technology and Society: Core Seminar
Robert Rosenberger
Fall 2025

Class time: Wednesday, 6:30-9:15 pm 
On-Campus Class Location: Old CE G10
Convener: Robert Rosenberger, robert.rosenberger@pubpolicy.gatech.edu 
Mailbox: SPP Main Office, Rich Building


Course Description:
Science and Technology Studies (STS) is an interdisciplinary field that merges approaches from a variety of disciplines like history, sociology, anthropology, economics and literature, to understand the role of science and technology in society as well as the influence of society on science and technology. This course examines central topics, debates and theoretical perspectives in STS. It consists of guest lecturers/ discussion leaders from a variety of schools in the Ivan Allen College of Liberal Arts who introduce students to a number of STS topics and approaches as well as to those faculty who conduct research in STS. It is the core course required for the Graduate Certificate in Science, Technology and Society. 

Requirements/Grading (each worth 1/3 of final grade):
1. Class Participation/Attendance
This is a seminar that requires active student participation. Students should carefully read texts before class and be prepared for lively and sophisticated discussion. 
2. Weekly Reading Responses
Students are required to write a weekly journal response of about 300-500 words and post them on the Discussions section of Canvas; it should be posted 24 hours before class (Monday by 6 pm). The entries should demonstrate students have done the reading, have reflected on the reading and how it relates to earlier readings/discussions and broader STS issues. Finally, the entry should include questions you’d like to raise in class.
3. Semester Paper
Students will do a term paper, preferably something that can advance their own research while incorporating ideas and issues from the class. Term paper topics (or alternative assignments or research papers) will be decided in discussion with the professor.  





Readings & Format:
There are no required textbooks for this course. Each faculty member provides pdf’s of articles that are posted on the Canvas website. 
(If the student wishes to peruse some key texts as background—and these are in no way required—this one is often recommended: Jasanoff, S., G. Markle, J.C. Petersen, and T. Pinch (eds), Handbook of Science and Technology Studies. Beverly Hills: Sage, 1993.)
Course Objectives:
· To examine key themes in STS from a variety of disciplinary perspectives
· To understand the way in which social, historical, economic and cultural factors affect science and technology
· To read the main foundational texts in the field of STS
· To communicate orally and writing about these issues
· To be exposed, and make contacts with, faculty across Ivan Allen College who do STS type work

Learning Outcomes:
· Students will learn how to think about the role of science in society drawing on a variety of disciplines
· Students will learn how to read critically & improve their writing
· Students will be able to understand the role of science and technology in society

Georgia Tech Honor Code:
Plagiarism and cheating is not tolerated and will be penalized. All students are expected to follow the Georgia Tech honor code. See www.honor.gatech.edu
Attendance Policy: Attendance is required.
ADAPTS accommodation is available for students with disabilities: http://www.adapts.gatech.edu/ 
The CENTER for MENTAL HEALTH CARE & RESOURCES is available to all Georgia Tech students: https://mentalhealth.gatech.edu/
Statement On Using Large Language Models For Your Writing For This Course: Don’t. 
You are not permitted to use Chat GPT or any other Large Language Model or AI to perform your writing for you for this course. 



Preliminary Reading Schedule: 
(reading schedule currently set for 8/20-9/10. Full schedule of classes forthcoming.)

Week 1: August 20th    
Introduction to Course
	What is STS?
	Syllabus Review


Week 2: August 27th  
Topic: Kuhn, The Social Studies of Knowledge, Social Construction of Technology

Hacking, I. (2012). “Introductory Essay.” In T. Kuhn’s The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, 50th Anniversary Edition. Chicago: Chicago University Press, pp. vii-xxxvii.

Kuhn, T. (1962). “Introduction: A Role For History.” In T. Kuhn’s The Structure of Scientific Revolutions. Chicago: Chicago University Press, pp. 1-9.

David, M. (2005). Science and Institutional Interests: The Strong Programme and Beyond.” Ch. 4 of Science in Society. Houndmills: Palgrave Macmillan, pp. 53-72. 

Pinch, T., and W. E. Bijker. (1989). “The Social Construction of Facts and Artifacts: Or How the Sociology of Science and the Sociology of Technology Can Learn From One Another.” In W. E. Bijker, T. P. Hughs, & T. Pinch (eds), The Social Construction of Technological Systems. Cambridge: MIT Press, 70-50.

Oudshoorn, N. (2004). “‘Astronauts in the Sperm World’: The Renegotiation of Masculine Identities in Discourses on Male Contraceptives.” Men and Masculinities. 6(4): 349-367.


Week 3: September 3rd
Topic: Actor-Network Theory

Latour, B. (1987). “Introduction: Opening Pandora’s Black Box” and “Part 1: From Weaker to Stronger Rhetoric,” from Science in Action. How to Follow Scientists and Engineers through Society. Harvard University Press, pp. 1-100.

Mol, A. (2010). Actor-Network Theory: Sensitive Terms and Enduring Tensions. Kölner Zeitschrift für Soziologie und Sozialpsychologie. Sonderheft, 50, 253-269.

Latour, B. (1992). "Where are the missing masses? The sociology of a few mundane artifacts", in Bijker, W., & Law, J. (eds.). Shaping technology/building society: studies in sociotechnical change.

Jasanoff, S. (2015). “Future Imperfect: Science, Technology, and the Imaginations of -Modernity.” In S. Jasanoff & S.-H. Kim (Eds.), Dreamscapes of Modernity: Sociotechnical Imaginaries and the Fabrication of Power. Chicago: Chicago University Press, pp. 1-33. 





Plans for the following weeks are forthcoming… 

Confirmed Guest lecturers include: Jennifer Singh (HSTS); Carol Colatrella (LMC); Helen Anne Curry (HSOC); Richmond Wong (LMC); and Andrew Buskell (HSOC).    

Topics for the various specialty weeks will include: gender and science, feminist theory and STS, STS and infrastructure, the phenomenology of technology, and biomedicine.

This course will include a special event as well: One of our sessions will involve hosting a special workshop where several graduate students here at Tech will present their own STS-related research, entitled “The 2025 STS Grad Symposium.” Speakers include: Sylvia Janicki (LMC), Zhongxian Xiao (HSOC), and Nat Swinger (Human-Centered Computing). 
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